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The Nordic Summer University (NSU —
www.nsuweb.net) will soon celebrate its 60th
anniversary. We would like to honor this occation by a
contest of essays.

NSU is a network of scientists, researchers, and students
participating across generational, disciplinary and institutional
levels. Each year a week long summer session takes place,
which form is the traditional scientific conference. What makes
NSU special is the emphasis on the informal, social and family
life, as well as cross-disciplinary subjects towards unknown
territories. Moreover, NSU is governed by a unique democratic
structure. This organisation have been the framework for
numerous discussions, negotiations, disagreements, forms of
crisis, and innovations.

The historical trails of NSU can be the starting point for
explorations in many subjects and diciplines. E.g. the general
history of NSU, in relation to certain periods in the Nordic
history, or as a study of internal versus external development
in democracy, political struggles, organisational solutions, and
survival in times of crisis. Other aspects can be systematic
accounts of influence on Nordic litterature, cross-disciplinary
activities, students revolts, gender studies, scientific carrer,
research policy, etc. Research areas include essays in history
of science orideas on the importance of exchange within the
Nordic countries or contributions to the Nordic cooperation at
large. Only imagination sets the limit.

Therefore, we would like to have essays on the history of NSU
from several scientific diciplines.

Three essays will be awarded with prizes. First prize will
receive 30,000 SEK, second prize 20,000 SEK, and third
prize 10,000 SEK. The awarded essays are planned to be
published as books. Other manuscripts can become published
as well.

Deadline for submitting essays is the 1st of March, 2009.

The winners will be announced at the summer session week 30,
in 2009. The published books will be presented at the summer
session the following year in 2010, when NSU will have its
anniversary.

The full ad in Danish can be seen at the homepage of NSU,
http://www.nsuweb.net. Further questions can be posed to the
secretary, sekretariat@nsuweb.net.




